
​How to Connect Tableau Desktop to dbt​

​Download the required files:​​ Access the Tableau Exchange​​to download the two necessary​
​files:​

​○​ ​The JDBC driver file:​​dbt Semantic Layer | Tableau​​Exchange​

​○​ ​The Taco connector file:​​dbt Semantic Layer | Tableau​​Exchange​

​●​ ​Install the JDBC driver:​
​○​ ​Locate the downloaded JAR file.​
​○​ ​Navigate to your machine's driver folder. For a Mac, this path is​

​Library/Tableau/Drivers.​
​■​ ​Note:​​Library may be concealed. On a Mac, in your​​Finder, start from​

​your User name, then navigate to Library > Tableau > Drivers​
​■​ ​Reveal concealed items on Mac:​​Open the Finder application,​​browse​

​to the desired directory, and hit the Command, Shift, and Period (.) keys​
​at the same time.​
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​○​ ​Drag and drop the JAR file into this folder.​

​●​ ​Install the Taco connector file:​
​○​ ​Locate the downloaded Taco file.​
​○​ ​Navigate to your personal Tableau repository connector folder. The path is typically​

​Documents/My Tableau Repository/Connectors.​
​■​ ​On a Mac, you can show your path bar from the View menu:​



​○​ ​Drag and drop the Taco file into this folder.​

​●​ ​Restart Tableau:​​ Close and completely restart Tableau​​Desktop to load the new​
​connector.​

​●​ ​Locate the connector:​​ Open Tableau Desktop, look under​​the main connectors page,​
​and select the newly available dbt connector.​

​●​ ​Enter credentials to connect:​​ Sign in by entering​​the three required pieces of​
​information from your dbt Cloud environment:​

​○​ ​Host URL, Environment ID, and Service Token (or Personal Access Token)​



​○​ ​In your dbt environment, navigate to your project, then to Settings​
​■​ ​The Host URL and Environment ID are listed under Semantic​

​Layer​

​○​ ​Service Tokens can be created and maintained under the Semantic Layer.​

​■​ ​Note:​​Service Tokens must be associated with the project's​
​semantic layer config. This can be done from Edit Semantic Layer​
​Configuration​

​■​ ​You may need additional permissions from your dbt Admin to​



​create a service token​

​●​ ​Alternatively, Personal Access Tokens (PATs) can be used​



​●​ ​Drag and drop!​​ ​

​○​ ​Note: you will see one table, titled ALL, upon connecting to your dbt Semantic layer.​
​This is expected behavior.​

​■​ ​The dbt Semantic Layer connector works differently from a regular​
​database connector. It exposes one unified interface with all your metrics​
​and dimensions from the .yml file in dbt.​


